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SERMON XXkX. 
BY REV. L. 8S. EVERETT. 


“For he that soweth to the flesh, shall ofthe flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth 
to the spirit, shall of the spirit reap life everlasting.”——-Galatians 6: 8. 








In the selection of these words as a subject of discourse, I have been in- 
fluenced by two motives—first, to exhibit the true meaning of the text—sec- 
ondly, to point out an error, which, by way of inference, has been drawn 
from this passage. 

In general terms, the meaning of the apostle may be thus expressed—He 
that doeth wrong shall suffer for the wrong he does;—he that doeth right 
shall be suitably rewarded for it. But this very brief exposition of this truly 
important subject is capable of an extensive and profitable illustration; and 
most of our time, on this occasion, will be occupied in the attempt to bring 
home to the ** bosoms and business”’ of those addressed, the interesting and 
solemn truths expressed in our text. The error, to which I have alluded, 
consists of two particulars—first, the supposition that those who sow to the 
flesh derive happiness from so doing,—secondly, the idea that those who sow 
tothe spirit do not always receive the reward of well doing.. These two 
errors have given birth to a third; viz. that the rewards and punishments to 
which our actions may entitle us, will be bestowed and inflicted in another 
state of existence. If we should be so fortunate, inthe enlargement of our 
subject, as to arrive at the true import of the apostle’s language, the know]- 
edge thus obtained, will greatly assist us in divesting our minds of the errors 
just stated ; and however severe the trial of our mental courage may be, | 
trust we shall come off conquerors, and more than conquerors, at last, through 
the strength of him, for whose aid we humble pray. 

I might, perhaps with safety, while speaking before this enlightened au- 
ditory, assume the fact, that every man who knowingly transgresses the law 
or laws of God, shall be suitably, i. e. equitably punished: but, so prone 
are our hearts to deceive themselves, that it may be well not to take any thing 
ofthis kind for granted. We would rather run the risk of being too prolix, 
ona subject of so much importance, than of being justly chargeable with as- 
suming a proposition, which might seem, to any, to require proof. 

Sin is admitted to be the transgression of any good and wholesome law. 
A good Jaw isa rule, adapted to the capacities, the abilities, the wants, the 
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circumstances and the characters of those to whom it is given, or for whom 
itis enacted. The law of God is distinguished from all human inventions, by 
its tendency to promote the happiness of those who are its subjects; and its 
perfection is discoverable in its nice ad: iptation of means to the great end jt 
has inview. Sut however closely the two may be connected, it is hecessary 
that we draw a line of distinction between the law of God, and its penaity. 

‘The former requires that we should do that which weet Seater Op our own 
true enjoyment and the welfare of others ; while the k e. the penalty, 

is the pain, or the privation we endure in the consequences resulting from 
disobedience. In this we discover that sin is the cause, and misery the con- 
sequence: and whenever the former exists, the latter may be expected to 
follow. 

Should we now appeal to the Scriptures, it would be an easy matter in- 
deed, to make it appear most clearly, that all who “sow to the flesh, shall 
of the flesh reap corruption”’ or misery ; and that God, who orders the sea- 
sons of the year, and rules the destinies of men, will as certainly punish the 
sinner, as he will fulfil his promise of seed time and harvest: But time will 
not admit of our making a labored defence of this kind—nor will it be neces- 
sary ; for those who have the Bible in their hands can consult it and be con- 
vinced: at theirleisure. I will only refer you to the following passages which 
have a direct bearing upon the point in debate. “God will by no means 
clear the guilty’ —** The soul that sinneth it shall die’-—* He shall reward 
every man according to his deeds’ ‘** The way of transgressors is hard,” 

But, by some strange and unaccountable operation of the mind, mankind 
often act contrary to their theories, and contrary to their honest convictions; 
they often * know the right, and yet the wrong pursue.”’ There is not, it 
is presumed, a person within the hearing of my voice, who has arrived at 
years of discretion, but admits, in theory, the truth [am laboring to defend; 
but it is to be feared, that all of us too frequently deny it in practice. How 
is it with these hearts of ours ?: Have they not often, in the plenitude of their 
deceitfulness, flattered us with the hope of escape from the miseries of sin! 
Ifave we not often—even while the luminous rays of truth were pouring in 
upon us, been enticed from our allegiance to the Almighty, and allured from 
the path of duty ? Yea—And when our feet have trodden the thorny road of 
transgression, and we have been again “ clethed in our right mind,” has it 
not often occurred to us, that the language to which we had listened was the 
language of the deceiver ? that the allurements by which ave were enticed 
were the allurements of error? and that, in every instance, we were disap- 
pointed in our expectations of good as the result of sinful indulgences and 
wicked practices ? 

it would seem then, that the abstract truth of the proposition before us, Is 
not enough, of itself, to keep us within the bounds prescribed by infinite wis- 
dom ;—we must resort to other expedients to dispel the illusion, and deliver 
ourselves from the slavery of sin. And where shall we go to obtain the anti- 
dote which shall extract the deadly poison from our hearts and prepare them 
for the outpourings of God’s unmeasurable grace? Shall we resort to the vis- 
ions of fanaticism, and attempt to portray the horrors of a burning throne, 
whose occupant is malice, and whose devotees are slaves? Shall we conjure 
up the prince of darkness, whose dwelling place is the disordered brain— 
whose shape is any thing that ignorance can invent—and whose essence 18 
non-entity ? Shall we attempt the description of that dreaded and dreadful 
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place, the geographical location of which is no where, and whose tenants 
are the haggard phantoms of an over-heated imagination? Nay. ‘That will 
never do. All this has been done—but to how little purpose may be seen 
from the present condition of our world. These terrifying themes have been 
dwelt upon while succeeding generations have rolled into eternity,—a few 
feeling hearts have suffered the pains of conviction—but the multitude, with 
stupid astonishment, have heard, and groaned, and slept. 

It is only by an appeal to realities that we may expect to convince man- 
kind of the truth of our text. ‘The mind must reason, and the heart must 
feel, in order that any practical benefit may result from investigations of this 
kind. Nor will it answer any very good purpose to dwell upon the miseries 
ofthe world at large,—the horrid spectacle of ‘garments rolled in blood” 
may afford us a proof of the world’s depravity—it may teach us the impossi- 
bility of extracting national happiness from individual suffering ; yet, after 
all, we must examine our own hearts, ourown conduct, our own miseries, 
our own enjoyments ; and we must become experimentally acquainted with 
the tendency of every action, before a fair estimate can be made of the value 
and truth of the text now under examination. How is it with the sinner? 
how is it with the virtuous man? These are the important questions which 
demand our attention. 

Let us begin with the undutiful child.—Is it to be presumed that there ev- 
er was an instance, in whicha child by transgression ever made itself happy ’ 
Did it ever, by disrega rding the obligations of nature, or slighting the author- 
ity of affection, promote its own enjoyment? We may judge more correctly 
of these matters by calling to mind occurrences in which we ourselves have 
formerly felt some interest. Have we not suffered while witnessing the un- 
speakable anxiety of our parents on account of cur own obstinacy, perverse- 
ness, and disobedience? Have not the tears we may have occasioned, pro- 
duced within ourselves some degree of remorse ? When the love of our pa- 
rents had been requited with ingratitude—their counsel unheeded—their ad- 
vice disregarded,—and when we had come to ourselves, did not the misery 





we felt overbalance all the pleasure we had anticipated from a violation of 


duty ? How true it is, that in the trifling scenes of childhood, we behold the 
germs of sin. and how true it is, that in the consequences of early disobe- 
dience, we may, if we will, discover the just representations of the sorrows 
of riper years. 

In the character and condition of the profligate and abandoned youth, we 
finda further illustration of the truth laid down in our text. Behold him, as 
he runs his mad career ; the dupe of his own wickedness—the victim of his 
own passions. Follow him to the haunts of vice, and see the wild revelry in 
which he indulges. See him at the gaming table—behold the ravings of his 
disordered mind—survey the wreck of what he once was, and tell me—is he 


happy? Is that vacant stare; that bloated face; that blighted form; that — 


trembling hand ; that swollen tongue ; that breathing skeleton ; is that, or 
either of those concomitants of early depravity, an indication of happiness ? ? 
Ah! tell me not of the pleasures of sin! O! let the appalling truth be told, 
‘the way of transgressors is hard.’’—* There is no peace to the wicked saith 
my God.’ Tell me not of the necessity of preaching future torments—no 
worse hell can be conceived of, than the state of misery into which thousands 


are plunged by their sins. , 
Look, for a moment, at a personification of that bane of our world—dis- 
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honesty. Follow with your mind’s eye, the dishonest man. Tear his pro- 
fessions of disinterestedness—see his heaps of shining dust, the fruit of his 
extortions ; examine the catalogue of his petty crimes, and legal knaveries; 
survey his splendid equipage, his costly dwelling, his groaning table, his 
sycophantic admirers. All thislooks fair. Surely, if the sinner is ever hap- 
py. thisman must be so. But, assume the immateriality of his own con- 
science, and follow him into his retirement. There, the compunctions of a 
guiliy soul are not to be silenced by affected cheerfulness. There, the cla- 
mour of his evil deeds, depend upon it, will be heard. No evasive art can 
silence the importunity of “ the God within the mind.’’ Conceive, then, if 
yecan, of the gloomy visions of his understanding. See, before him, the 
group of famished children, who, by his avarice have been robbed of bread 
—hear the reproaches of the widows and fatherless who have suffered from 
his neglect or from his oppressions, and teil me, ye who know, is he hap- 
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Examine, if you please, the condition of the thief, and let us see whether 


we can envy him, or covet his erijoyment. Watch his sidelong look; his 
noiseless tread; and behold his unpremeditated haste. Ife flees when no 
man pursueth. I[s this wretch happy? If so, what*means that direful appre- 
hensiveness which pervades his guilty soul? Why does he start at the rustling 
ofa leaf, or quail before the semblance of inquisitiveness? Be assured, kind 
auditors, he reaps corruption as the reward of his doings. 

Look, once more, at the condition of the profane. Around them smiles 
all earth and heaven. The Lord in the exuberance of his goodness, dispen- 
ses favors large, and free. ‘The mountains drop down fatness, and the val- 
lies teem with abundance, every gale wafts to our shores the luxuries and 
delicacies ofevery clime, and here we feast upon the bounties of indulgent 
heaven. In addition to all this, the Lord of glory descended to our low es- 
tate, to raise our hopes to another world, where we may flourish in immor- 
tal vigor, and bathe in the ocean of eternal love. . But, with all this around 
him, the man of * hard speeches,” hesitates not to curse his Maker, and his 
fellow creatures. [ will not stop to show that any positive infliction of pain 
shall be endured as the consequence of such impiety; be thatas it may, 
there is enough without it, to sustain our position. Could we but read the 
heart of such an individual, we should soon discover a frightful destitution 
there, of many—very many comforts. Where—O, where, are those serene 
amd holy joys, that spring up eternal in the peaceful pious breast? Why does 
not the profane man enjoy the blessed approval of “a conscience void of of- 
fence?’ Because he ‘‘sows to the flesh, and of the flesh, reaps corrup- 
tion.”’ 

Rut, consider the case of the intemperate man. Observe him, from the 
moment he abandons the use for the abuse of the bounties of creation. He 
swailows the poisonous liquid to quench the inward fire enkindled by that 
which is used to stop its progress, and every hour augments the flame which 
will, unless prevented, destroy the body and the mind of him who heedless- 
ly suffers it to devastate his mental and physical powers. Admit, then, (if 
any are inclined to question our reasoning) that there is a momentary pleas- 
ure arising from such indulgences, and that there are those who !ove to riot 
in the day time, and have enjoyment in unrigliteousness ; yet let it be remem- 
bered, that such enjoyment, i?,jt deserve the name, is but for a moment. 
And then, giving credit for all this pleasure, how stands the account ? Would 
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you know : ? First, set down the fearful loss he has sustained in health, in 
prosperity, in influence, in character, in respectability, in every thing ; add 
to this, (which of itself is equal to moral bankruptcy) the loss of that domes- 
tic peace he once en joyed. Behold his wife and children in their loneliness ; 
the former wounded in a vital part by his misfortunes, the latter injured, if 
not destroyed by his example, and we can no longer deny that there is enough 
around him to destroy his peace. Let him, but for one brief moment, sur- 
vey * the ruin he has wrought,” and the pangs of that moment will outweigh 
all the enjoyments he has derived from sinful indulgences. 

I would not exhaust your patience, and will only mention one other case 
in proof of the position I have taken. The irreligious man, it is sometimes 
contended, enjoys an equal share of happiness, with the righteous, though 
living without hope, and without God in the world. And some liave gone 
so far as to affirm, that his cup of enjoyment is full to overflowing, even while 
the pious man “goes mourning all his days.’’ But, 1 must confess, that 
this idea, is, to my mind altogether incorrect. _ Aside from any conclusions 
to which our text might lead us, there is enough to convince us that the ir- 
religious man is deprived of many of the most pure and satisfactory evjoy- 
ments that can be conceived of. And, for christians to say otherwise, is at 
least an indirect acknowledgment that religion is useless and vain. 

For what purpose, let me inquire, was religion given to the world, if it 
was not designed to make us better, and happier ? ? « Religion never was de- 
signed to make our pleasures less’»—and he who thinks otherwise had better 
examine his heart ; for, ten to one, he has a bad creed and an imperfect con- 
ception of truth. if we are right, in this view of our subject, it follows, as 
a matter of course, that the irreligious man is unhappy ; he at any rate is de- 
prived of much enjoyment, and probably experiences tuch positive suffer- 
ing in consequence of his want of this great solace of human life. 

From these disconnected reflections it would seem, that misery follows 
transgression, as the shadow does the frighted ao mn, and affords us the ad- 
monitory lesson which the suffering cause ofmorality so imperiously demands. 
But i beg of my hearers that they will not limit thei ir reflections o m these mat- 
ters to the topics which have been so feebly discussed. I would rather, have 
them ferrit out the monster sin fromall his murky hiding-places, and traée the 
ravages he has made in this fair world, without regard to what mankimbhave 
said about the pleasures he has imparted, or the benefits he has-eenferred 
upon his servants. And, until my auditors confess, that they covet the feli- 
city of mental madness ; the heart-burnings of the diunkard—the wages of 
sin—and the penalties of impiety, I shall rest satisfied, that my first proposi- 
tion stands firm and secure. 

Secondly.—* But he that soweth to the spirit, shall of the spirit reap life 
everlasting.” —This clause of our text presents to our view the delizhtful 
fruits of righteousness, and willassist us in drawing the contrast between e- 
viland good. Wemay now, for a moment, glance atthe condition of the 
good child ; the virtuous youth; the honest man; the temperate husband ; 
the man of pure words ; and the humble disciple of Jesus. 

Behold, then, the dutiful, the affectionate child. Inthat child we see a 
pattern of innocence and loveliness. It is the darling of its parent’s heart— 
the one which concentrates the purest affections of nature, and in whose 
dearest interests are garnered up religion’s choicest benefactions. Will you 
tell me that such a child is unhappy ? “Sooner would nature, with one COR: 
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vulsive groan give up the ghost, th: in heaven would permit a hair of its head 
to be injured. No—its father will protect it ; its mother will cherish it ; and 
God Almighty will bless it. 
‘Turn for one moment, and consider the condition of the virtuous youth. 
ec him as he is, the pride of his parents, the hope of his friends, the orna- 
mentof creation. What dignity is there !—it is the dignity of virtue !—Lis- 
ten, if you please, to the productions of his mind,—it has flourished under 
he plastic hand of cultivation. * Follow him wherever he goes; tothe halls 
of science ; to the field of industry ; to the bar ; to the senate; or arm him 
in defence of his country ; if is all the same ; peace, like a river from the 
throne of God attends hime along * the even tenor of his way’—and he is happy. 

See the man of integrity. Honesty is enstamped upon his countenance, 

and uprightness is dis scoverable in his every word, every movement, every 
action. Will it do to say that sucha man is destitute ofa suitable reward ? 
va ces he not reap length of days, and peace, as the fruit of his doings ? Does 

Lot creation smile upon him ? ‘Heaven itself is within hi m—language cannot 
ethene his enjoyment, nor can the mind, at once, grasp the amount of good 
things which are treasured up in his heart. 

But, with some, it may make a difference, in deciding a case of this kind, 
io know whether this man is religious or not. And what is religion, if it be 
not uprightness and moral goodness ! i must confess that any other religion 
than honesty is hardly worth possessing. And, to reverse our position, any 
other honesty than religious honesty, is ofa doubtful character. If men are 
upright, and fair, and honest, and honorable, and generous, and charitable, 
and virtuous, they are religious ; and if they are religious, they possess all 
these virtues. And it appears tome, that those who think otherwise, t tacitly 
seknowledge that their own religion is not as moral as it should be. And, 
hesides—mankind find it sometimes quite convenient, to supply some moral 
defect with a religious substitute ; thereby making it out, that when sin pre- 
ponderates, it is best to throw religion into the opposite scale, to balance the 
iccount. 

But, let us not forget the advantages of temperance and sobriety. We have 
claneed at the miseries of intemperance, and let us look at the reverse of 
that frightful picture. Imagine what must be the condition of one wlio has 
een reclaimed from the intemperate use of ardent spirits. See him restor- 
dd, as from the grave, to the embraces of a fond wife, or affectionate pa- 


ed, 
rents. Behold him “ clothed again in his right mind,” seated amidst the cir- 
cle of Medias friends. See his prattling children listening to the words of 
wisdom which flow in honied accents from his parental lips. Is not this man 


happy now ! ? Think not, my friends that this is exaggerated—-it does not—it 
cannot come up to the brillianey of the reality. I have witnessed a scene 
like this, calculated to make angels weep with joy. I have seen the father 
of a numerous and lovely family, the staggering victim of inebriation—I have 
visited that family, when darkness that might be felt, surrounded them, and 
cast an émpenetrable gloom over every earthly prospect. And I have seen 
‘hat father restored to his senses—a sober man, a kind husband, an affection- 
ate parent, an industrious citizen, a good neighbor, a valuable friend. On 
iking him by the hand I asked him how he felt, since he had gained the 
victory over his propensities ? His happiness was too great to be expressed. 
But the grateful tear that trickled down his manly cheek betrayed the joy he 
felt. His home had become his paradise—his children were his angels. 
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_ might enlarge, but enough has-been said to lead your minds into a train 
of reflection, which cannot fail of being profitable. And how is it now? 
Does it not appear, that he who dveth wrong, shall suffer for the wrong he 
hath done ? And, that he who doeth right, shall surely reap a rich and en- 
during harvest of peace and happiness ? 

But, perhaps it may be thought by some who hear me, that we have not 
gone far e ‘nough—that we ought to draw aside the veil of eternity, and paint 
the joys and terrors of that w orld, in order to exhibit the miseries of sin and 
the reward of righteousness—that we ought to point to eternal torments, and 
eternal Joys, to make out the contrast we have attempted. But why so? 
«“ Because’’—it may be replied—* the text informs us, that * he who soweth 
to the spirit, shall of the spirit reap life everlasting ;’ and the fair inference 
is, the opposite of this life will be experienced by those who sow to the 


flesh.” 

But may I not ask ; will mankind sow to the flesh, in another world? Will 
they disobey their parents, there? Will they be intemperate, there? Will 
they break through and steal, there ? Will they lie, and cheat, there? If so, 
on what will they become intoxicated? What will they steal ? Who will they 
deceive! Then what right have we to suppose that mankind will be misera- 
ble in that world? Can | they reap corruption in a state of incorruption ? Can 
they sow to the flesh ina pli ice, into which flesh and blood cannot enter ? 

But, it may be urged that the reward of sowing to the spirit, is “life ey- 
erlasting.”” ‘True, but is it not possible that life “everlasting may be enjoy- 
ed on earth? What means the Saviour when he declares; “ oT his is life eter- 
nal, that they might know thee the living and true God, and Jesus Christ whom 
—s6 W e know, that we have passed from death unto life,’’? &c, 


hath sent.” 
that God hath given us eternal life and this life is 


—*+ And this is the record, 
in his Son.”’ 

From these, and various other passages of Scripture, it is evident, that 
eternal life is a state of enjoyment, experienced here, as the consequence of 
knowing God and obeying his commands. [t will be unnecessary for me to 
contend, before this intelligent auditory, that the term “ everlasting’’ does 
not, by any means, signify endless duration ; for the fact is conceded by the 
most intelligent among our opponents. As well, therefore, might we con- 
tend that Jonah remained in the fish to all eternity ; or that the priesthood 
of Aaron is never to end, as to argue the endless duration of either misery 
or happiness, from the simple fact that the word “everlasting” is sometimes 
applied to both. “He that believeth on the Son of God hath everlasting 
life’’-—and, we conclude that all those who sow to the spirit, will, in this 
world, of the spirit, reap life everlasting. 

But, let us not forget, that by attending to the suggestions of the flesh, we 
shall receive the wages of sin—death. From this; the punishment we de- 
serve, there is, there can be, no escape. Nor should we forget, that now, 
here, on earth, in the body, we shall receive our recompense. The Lord 
hath spoken it. There is no real pleasure in unrighteousness ; the way of 
transgressors is hard; it always was hard ; it always will be hard, unless na- 
ture and her laws become reversed, and evil, by some strange convulsion, 
becomes good; bitter, sweet; and light, darkness. And, as relates to the 
affairs of eternity , or especially the subject of rewards and punishments there, 
they have no connexion with our conduct here below. ‘There are good and 
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sufficient reasons why we should do our duty, aside from the matters of an. 
other and untried state of existence. And among others, the facts to which 
we have attended, are powerful persuasives to the pleasurable work of sow- 
ing to the spirit. 

We are led, therefore, to this conclusion, viz. that the idea of future retry}. 
bution can be of little if any use to mankind; for, with all its concomitants, 
it leaves these matters so enveloped in mystery, that there is room to hope 
for salvation from punishment, compared with which, all other hopes are 
blessings. 

“Should there be any who are disposed to inquire; what shall become of 
those who are not punished enough, in this life?—our reply is, there are 
none of that description. They will all be punished enough, before they 
can give up the ghost,—and the resurrection, we trust will effect their com- 
plete deliverance. 

We would invite the attention of young and old, to these statements; and 
if they will but appeal to their own experience, they will find enough to con- 
firm them. Let them first decide their own cases, and then there will be 
time enough to examine the condition of their fellow creatures. 

And permit me, in conclusion, to remind you, my auditors, of that grace, 
which must finally cleanse the world from all sin. Let it never be forgotten, 
that punishment alone, can never raise us to the mansions of bliss. The top- 
stone ofa world’s redemption, must, after all, be brought forth by the Sav- 
iour of men, and we, if we rightly judge, may hope to be admitted among 
the ransomed of the Lord, to cry “grace—--grace, unto it.” 

While we live, may these considerations afford us abiding joy ; and when 
we close our eyes upon the world, to sleep the sleep of death, may these 
truths compose us; and when the morning of eternal day breaks in upon the 
wniverse, may our hopes be realized, in full and blissful fruition, for the Re- 
deemer’s sake.----Amen. 








SAURIN. 


This celebrated preacher, after having delivered a long sermon to prove 
the truth of endless misery, thus remarks, “I sink, I sink under the awful 
weight of my subject; and I declare, when I see my friends, my relations, 
the people of my charge, this whole congregation ; when I think that J, that 
you, thatewe are all threatened with these torments ; when I see in the luke- 
warmness of my devotions, in the langyor of my love, in the levity of my res- 
olutions and designs, the least evidence, though it be only presumptive, of | 
my future misery, yet I find in the thought a mortal poison, which diffuseth 
itself into every period of life, rendering society tiresome, nourishment insi- 
pid, pleasure disgustful, and life itselfa cruel bitter. [cease to wonder that 
the fear of hell hath made some mad and others melancholy.’’ If such ef- 
fects result from a belief in eternal misery, and if those possessed of the most 
vod-like feelings endure the greatest degree of suffering, how can it be a doc- 
trine of truth, when people become dissatisfied with it in proportion as they 
assimilate to their heavenly Father? it is truly astonishing that christians feel 
deep sorrow in believing a doctrine in this world, which they expect to con- 
template with unutterable joy in the future; especially, as their preparation 
ior the coming state renders this sentiment more and still more revolting. 
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FAITHFUL AND FEARLESS. 
~ WEW-YORK, SEPT. 12, 1829. 
“a Terms. City subscribers $1 25. Mail 
do. $1, payable in all cases in advance. 

- ORDINATION. 

On Thursday evening, Sept 3. Rev. J. 
Myers, of Petersburg, Pa. was set apart to 
the gospel ministry, by solemn ordination 
atthe Lombard street church, Philadelphia. 
The services were as follows: Introducto- 
ry prayer, by Rev. A. C. Thomas, of New 
York. Sermonand charge by Rev. Ste- 
phen R. Smith, of Clinton, N. Y. Conse- 
crating prayer by Rev. Z. Fuller, of Phil- 
edelphia. Right hand of fellowship by 
Rev. T. Fisk, also of Philadelphia. Bene- 
diction, by Rev. S. R. Smith. 

There were many circumstances which 











conspired to render the services on this oc- 
asion unusually interesting. To see a 
man who had forsaken all for the sake of 
his religion—who hud seen the means of a 
livelihood taken from him in consequence of 
an honest difference of opinion—boldly com- 
ingforward to the “help of the Lord against 
themighty” was an event which has seldom 
been witnessed in modern times. Very 
few, since the days of the apostles, have 
suffered such cruel persecution as has Br. 
Myers ; and it has been borne without a 
murmur or complaint. May he who walks 
among the golden candlesticks, continue to 
be his consolation and support amid the 
fiery trials, through which he may yet be 
called to pass. 

The discourse on this occasion was from 
Titus2: 7,8. “Inall things shewing thy- 
self'a pattern of good works: In doctrine 
shewing uncorruptness, gravity, sincerity; 
sound speech that cannot be condemned; 
thathe thatis ofacontrary part may be asha- 
med, having no evil thing to say of you.” 
The speaker proved !. That it was “ uncor- 
rupt doctrine, sound speech that cannot be 
condemned” to say there is a God, bound- 





lessin wisdom, power, & goodness. 2. That | 


he might if he pleased give a revelation of 
hiswill. 3. Thathehasdoneso, 4. That 
this revelation was given for the best good 
of his offspring. 5. Shewed the difference 
between gravity and austerity—between 
soberness and monastic gloom. 6. An ad- 
dress to the candidate. In all this, the 
speaker was peculiarly happy and forcible 
in his illustrationsand application. A copy 
of the discourse has been requested for pub- 
lication, and we do most sincerely hope 
that the request will be granted. 





THE LION BEARDED 
IN HIS VERY DEN. 


On Friday evening Sept. 4. the Editor 
of this paper preached at Princeton, N. J. 
the head quarters of orthodoxy for these 
United States. And although the notice 
was given but a few hours previous, a large 
concourse of people attended. The novel- 
ty of the case “made no small stir” in that 
region. The “young divinities,” who are 
stationed at this theological manufactory, 
stood afar off and cried “alas! alas! that 
great city Babylon, that mighty city! for 
in one hour is thy judgment come—and 
they cast dust on their heads, and cried 
weeping and wailing, saying, alas! alas!” 
After the discourse was concluded, which 
was listened to with almost breathless at- 
tention, liberty was given to our opponents 
to controvert what had been advanced. 
None having courage to attempt this, a 
chalienge was given to the “ spiritual doc- 
tors” to their one hundred and twenty or 
thirty students, to appear on my return to 
show cause why the dead body of Calvin- 
ism should not be “buried out of sight.” 
The congregation were told that the hire- 
ling, when he seeth the wolf coming, fleeth 
—he fleeth because he is an hireling and 
careth not for the sheep. They were called 
upon to show on my return, by their works, 
that they were true shepherds, by coming 
out boldly in defence of their flock. 

Our brethren at a distance will be hap- 
py to learn, that even in this hot bed of 
Calvinism, the true light is beginning to 
dawn. 
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AN APPEAL, 


To the Faculty and Students at the Theolo- | 


gical Seminary, Princeton, N. J. 
Rev. GENTLEMEN, 

I make no apology for thus publicly | 
addressing you. 
dent or impertinent, the fault is yours.— 
“ Evil communications corrupt good man- 


ners.” Ihave travelled so often this sea- 


son with some of your number, to and 
from New Brunswick, that it is net to be 
wondered at, should | occasionally imitate 
the examples which have been so frequent- 


ly exhibited. 


You are aware (at least a portion of 


your number) of what was observed at 
the close of the discourse which I deliver- 
ed at Princeton on the 4th instant. Now 
shall it be said that you are hirelings, and 
care not for the flock over which, you say, 
God has placed you as overseers? Shall 
it be said, that out of one hundred and | 


twenty or thirty who are grinding sophis- | 


try at your theological mill, not a single 
one could be found, who had sufficient cou- 
rage to meet a mere stripling—a boy—a |} 
mere child? Shall it be said your case is | 
so desperate, that even ‘ the Doctors’ have 
given you over? I hope better things of 


you. 


preach again 
evening preceding commencement, (27th 


instant) from your favourite text, “ The | 


wicked shall be turned into hell, and all 
the nations that forget God.” Ps. 9: 17. 
after which an opportunity will be given to 
any or ALL of you to reply. 
Yours, &c. 
THEOPHILUS FISK. 
COMING TO THE LIGHT. 
Two Sundays ago, in the afternoon, we 
attended the church of Rey. Dr. Ezra} 
Stiles Ely, the mouth-piece of Presbyte- 
rianism for the city and county of Phila- 
delphia. His subject was that of the New 
Birth. Text, * Ye must be born again.” 
He took occasion to remark, that by hav- 


ing a new heart, &c. we were not to sup- 


If you deem me impu- | 


I shall, by leave of Divine Providence, wholly wicked. 
at Princeton, on Monday | has entailed his corrupt nature upon his 


| pose that God would put a new pound of 
| a into our bodies, nor that he would 
| create any new substance—nor yet that he 
| would create any new faculty, physical or 
[f the orthodox believed this, he 
What he 
| understood by the new heart, was a change 
in the views and feelings of persons—a ceas- 
ing to do evil, and learning to do well—it 
was to “ break off our sins by righteous- 
| ness, and our iniquities by turning to the 
Lord.” We shall forward this number to 
the Doctor, and if we have made any mis- 
take respecting his views, we will cheer- 
fully rectify it. We take the liberty of re. 
marking, that if he had preached such 
sermon ten years ago, the orthodox part 


| moral. 
| . . 
said he must dissent from them. 


of the congregation would have left the 


house. 


ee 


TOTAL DEPRAVITY. 
According to very popular belief, Adam 
“in the image of God”~— 





was created 
| perfectly pure, holy, and happy beg 
| and this purity, holiness, and happiness, 
is generally believed to have arisen from 
the fact, that man possessed, or was made 
in, God's image. But temptation came— 
tor—and became totally depraved, and 
And moreover, that he 


| j 
| 
, Adam sinned—lost the image of his Crea- 
' 


| posterity. 

Now, admitting all this to be verily the 
truth, it will follow, either the Scriptures 
are false, or that God has become totally 
depraved also; for James says, speaking 
of the tongue—“ therewith bless we God, 
and therewith curse we men, which are 
made after the similitude of God.” James 
13: 9. 

Ye sticklers for the original perfection 
| and present totally depraved nature of 
man, come forth boldly, and reconcile, if 
the Scriptures, and 


A. C. T. 








you can, your views, 
the purity of God. 





Receipts for money paid Br. O. Whiston 
on account of the Gospel Herald, and Uni- 





| versalist Preacher, will be valid. 
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—— w= | Catholic church be wrong, you have no- 
~~ YNIVERSALIST ReVvicw. | thing to fear from joining, and living pi- 


Bee ously in it; butif it be right, ghen you in- 
LeTTERS to Rev. Jont Hawes, author of | fallibly lose every thing by dissenting from 
«Reasons for not believing in the doc- | 1t.t How would a prudent man act in such 
irine of Universal Salvation, in a series la case? Say you, “he would choose the 
of Letters to a friend,” lately republished safe side.” When I see you put your ar- 
inthe Tract form by the American Tract | — into practice, | may believe you in 
society. pp. 60. earnest. , 
pee rm ETTER I 2. Your second position is, that if Uni- 
— Pe versalism be true, Christ and his apostles 
Rev. Sir,—Your first position is, that} must have been incompetent or dishonest 
on the ground of prudence, you are con-| teachers of religion, and the Libie itself, 
drained to reject Universalism; because, | fitted and designed to lead men into error. 
wif it be trae, you have nothing to fear, |i.| ‘Yhy: Because—* for eighteen hundred 
ein eternity,] from rejecting it; but if it} years, the whole christian world, some ve- 
be false, you have every thing to fear from | ry few persons excepted, have been igno- 
embracing it.” ‘ How then, (say you,) | rant of this doctrine,” and have understood 








yould a prudent man act? he would choose | the New Testament to teach that many of 
the safe side.” pp. 1,2. 1am not satisti- | the human race will finally be lost. pp. 2, 
ed with this oft repeated argument; be-|3. All that you say on this point, | have 
cause it goes, not against the belvef of Uni- | carefully considered ; and though at first 
yersalism, but against the honest avoia/ | it may seem plausible, it is not valid. Be 
of that doctrine when it actually is be- {it good or bad, I find it at any rate, to be 
jeved. Belief arises from supposed proof, | that very argument of general tradition, 
not from calculations about what is pru-| which all Protestants profess wholly to re- 
dent; but the profession of belief is indeed | ject, and all Papists zealously to urge, and 
too often made a matter of mere policy.—| which, if once allowed, infallibly estab- 
In the present case, however, you have | lishes the Catholic church on the ruins of 
not rightly judged what is even prudent ;| yours, and every other christian sect un- 
forhonesty is certainly safer than hypo-| der the sun. “ The church hath so inter- 
crisy, and more acceptable to God. Sup-| preted the scriptures; therefore, it is true,” 
pose, row, that you or | discover, in the —is sound argument at Rome, but not in 
Bible, in providence, in nature, and in rea- Protestant America. Is it necessary to re- 
sn, what is to us convincing proof, that} mind you that the question is, not what 
God is the Saviour of all men; but wish-| erring men, in all ages, have understood, 
ing to keep on the safe side, rather than on but what is recorded in the Bible ? Though 
the side of truth, we resolve to maintain | the whole world should have gone astray, 
that we see no such thing; do you really that is no good reason why we should fol- 
think we should secure the so much talked | low. 

of double chance, by this our prevarica-} It may indeed seem strange, that the 
tion? God is not mocked. I must add,| larger part of professing christians, in at- 








that the very fact of your having urged tempting to explain the Bible, have so 
me to this prudent, or rather politic course, | grossly erred on several points, as we both 
would excite strong suspicion that you se- believe they have. But it ceases to ap- 
eretly believe differently from what you| pear strange, when we reflect, that from 
profess, though you think it the part of | the earliest ages of the church to the pre- 
wisdom to reject Universalism. so far as | sent. it has been the fashion to attribute a 
prudential motives are concerned. double meaning to the scriptures : first, 
I think I have said enough on this point. | the nalura/, and then what is called a spi- 
Let me, however, remark, that you have | ri/val; the latter being, of course, always 
but borrowed one of the Roman Catholic | determined by each one’s fancy. By this 
arguments against the Protestants. The handy contrivance, any religious absurdity 
Papists tell you that it is allowed on all | whatever, that happened to be engendered 
hands, that a man may be saved, if he be | in the brains of fanatics, monks, and vis- 
Pious, even though he belong to the Ca- | lonary system makers, has been succegs- 
tholic church; but they add, the whole fully fathered on the Bible; and having 
Catholic church, amounting to the larger | thus gained currency, has at length been 
part of Christendom, hath ever held that rendered venerable by time, and sanctioned 


10 man ean be saved, live how he may, if | + See this Catholic argument eloquently ur- 
he die a Protestant, or out of her commu- | ed in Dr. Milner’s End of Controversy, pp, 


* : ‘ én im 
ion. Now, continue they. even if the 1395. 75, &c. 
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by general tradition. Do not, | beseech 
you, follow cunningly devised fables; fol- 
iow rather the scriptures. 

I have somewhat more to say under your 
second position. You have egregiously 
misstated facts. Instead of there being no 
trace of Universalism in “the church, till 
about the middie of the third century,” in- 
stead of its having been unknown again 
* from that time till after the reformation, ” 
as you say on page 3, I find that it aboun- 
ded among christians from the very. time of 
the Apostles to the third century, and then 
onwards to the middle ofthesixth; at which 
late period, it was condemned in the church, 
for the first'time. I find there are traces of 
it, afterwards, through the dark ages, down 
to the era of the reformation. I[ find it 
spreading at the time of the reformation. 
And ever since, numbers of the most em- 
inent divines and biblical critics of all sects, 
except the Roman Catholic, have broken 
loose from their creeds, and entered with 
joy into the liberty of that grace which 
bringeth salvation toallmen. These facts 
you may learn by looking into the history 
of Universalism. What is a remarkab) 
circumstance, you will find its advocates 
to have been those whom our standard ec- 
clesiastical historians pronounce eminent 
for their talents, learning and piety, in- 
stead of their having been inferior, in those 
qualifications, to the opposers, as you inti- 
mate on p. 4, 5. 

A Universalist, if so disposed, might 
now-turn your plausible appeal against 
yourself, and ask, ‘how can you reconcjle 
the foregoing facts with your opinion that 
the christian scriptures were written for the 
express purpose ofteaching endless damna- 
tion? Can you suppose that had Christ and 
his Apostles meant to teach such a doc- 
trine, they would have so spoken on the 
subject as to lead a large number of the 
early christians, and so many of the most 
jearned of the moderns, to misapprehend 
their meaning?’ (p. 3.) You ask me, on 
p. 4. “did you ever doubt, after having 
heard a sermon on Universalism, whether 
the preacher believed all men would be sa- 
ved?” Letme return the question: did you 
ever doubt, after having heard a sermon 
in proof of endless misery, whether the 
preacher believed some would be eternally 
punished? &c. Such interrogations may 
amuse, but they decide nothing. “To the 
law and the testimony, if any man speak 
not according to this word, it is because 
there is no light in him.” 

3. “If Christ and his Apostles,” say you, 
+ believed and taught the salvation of all 
men, it seems impossible to account for the 
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fact that their preaching so much alarmed 
the fears, and awakened the enmity of 
wicked men. The fact is unquestionable 
Christ rarely preached a sermon which did 
not excite uneasiness in the minds of sin. 
ners, and send them away dissatisfied and 
murmuring against the preacher.” (p, 5.) 
That is true. Who were the wicked men 
whose fearsand enmity were excited? W ho 
were those sinners who went away dissat- 
ished and murmuring? They were tho 
priests, the doctors of the law or divinity 
the blind guides, the sad and wry faced 
professors of the popular religion, who 
compassed sea and land to make proselytes, 
who thought themselves righteous and des. 
pised others. And are you so ignorant of 
what is going on at this very day, as to 
suppose it impossible that such men should 
be alarmed and enraged at the preaching 
“ of the glad tidings of great joy which shal] 
be to all people’? or, that they should go 
away dissatisfied and murmuring? Why, 
Sir, you yourself acknowledge that certain 
“men of serious religion, men who pray 
in their families, and closets, keep the 
sabbath, and walk humbly with God, of- 
ten feel and express a deep abhorrence of 
Universalism, and do what they can to op- 
poseits progress.” (p. 6.) Excepting what 
you say about their “ walking humbly with 
Ged,” the rest is, alas, too true, Teo 
many of that class do manifestly abhor, 
from their very hearts, that doctrine which 
“js geod and acceptable unto God, who 
will have all men to be saved, and come 
to the knowledge of the truth.” Too ma- 
ny of them even say, it is good and accep- 
table to the “ desires of the natural [or sin- 
ful} heart.” (p. 5.) Men ofa very serious 
sort of religion, who made sad their coun- 
tenances, &c. who loved to pray standing 
in the synagogues and in the corners of the 
streets, and who kept the Sabbath far more 
punctiliously than did our Saviour, often 
felt and expressed a deep abhorrence of his 
doctrine, and did what they could to op- 
pose its progress. They, it was, who ha- 
ted him ; while “ the common people heard 
him gladly,” and the despised “ publicans 
and sinners gathered together” to his min- 
istrations. They, it was, who cast his be- 
lievers out of the synagogues, and who 
finally, in the name of God, crucified the 
Lord of glory ! Beware, Sir, * beware, lest 
that come upon you which is spoken of in 
the prophets: Behold, ye despisers, and 
wonder and perish; for | work a work in 
your days, a work which ye shall in no 
wise believe, though a man declare it unte 
you.” 

You ask, “if Christ and his Apostles be- 
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jjoved and taught the salvation of all men, 
why were they so bitterly opposed by sin- 
ners {remember who these sinners were: 
the Pharisees, Scribes, &c. the chief reli- 
ious professors of that day | wherever they 
preached the glad tidings : (p. 6.) Our 
Saviour gave those very sinners to under- 
and the reason of their bitterness, when 
jeintroduced the parable of the prodigal 
son, in order to reprove their murmurings. 
They were angry because he received their 
rodigal brethren to equal favor—because 
hemade those who had labored but one 
hour, equal to themselves, who had borne 
theheat and burden of the day. Their 
eye was evil because he was good. St. 
Paul likewise answers your question : * we 
both labor and suffer reproach, because we 
trust in the living God, who is the Sav- 
jour of all men, specially of them that be- 
eve.” Is it incredible that people should 
be bitterly opposed to impartial grace, and 
qual favor? Look into your own heart, 
andyou will there find the very spirit which 
youseem to believe never existed. It used 
io call itself by some very imposing name. 
As younow appear to fecl, I suspect that, 
forinstance, were Universalists admitted 
oan equal standing in heaven, or in the 
church, or event in the legislature of your 
date, you would be angry and refuse to go 
in. 

Once more, and I conclude this letter. 
You think the fact thatthree thousand were 
nicked in their heart by Peter’s preaching 
othe day of Pentecost, that the Jailer in 
asudden fright at Philippi asked the Apos- 
ile what he should do to be saved, and that 
Felix trembled under the reasoning of Paul, 
sproofagainst Universalism. Why? Be- 
cause “such effects were never known to 
ie produced by the preaching of Universal- 
sts.” (p. 5, 6.) Here again you mistake. 
lhaye witnessed equal emotion in their 
hearers. If you will shew me that in all, 
any one, of those cases, the effect was 
produced either by the fear, or by the 
preaching of endless damnation, that will 
etoyour purpose; but when you examine 
the connexions in which they are recorded, 
you will abandon the attempt. Still, it 
vould be well to use a little more care, and 
wnsult the scriptures before you state what 
they teach or say. By neglecting to do so, 
you have made a gross blunder here, and 
repeated it in several places; viz. that the 
question, what shall I do to be saved? was 
OFYEN proposed to the Apostles. (p. 6, 54, 
9.) It occurred but once; and was then 
occasioned by fear of an earthquake and 
ofimmediate death. (Acts 16. 25 —30.) 
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examined in my first; the rest of it is suf- 
ficiently met by the remarks under the 3d 
head of my present. I may therefore, in 
my next proceed immediately to your third 
letter. Yours, &c. 


eomrenate 
LETTER Hi. 
Rev. Sir, 

4. I have thought best, after reconsider- 
ation, to add a few words on your Second 
Letter. The substance of it is, that when 
Universalism is preached, religious people 
are alarmed, and reject it; while Deists, 
profane swearers, sabbath-breakers, adul- 
terers, drunkards, and fornicators, almost 
exclusively embrace or patronize it. The 
falsehood of this statement has been al- 
ready mentioned. But I wish now to point 
out a striking coincidence between these 
charges, and those which the ancient Pha- 
risees urged against Christ and his cause. 
How did they: speak of him? They tri- 
umphantly demanded, Have any of the 
rulers or of the Pharisees (i. e. the religi- 
ous, so thought,) believed on him? But 
this people, which knoweth not the law, 
is cursed. They said, He deceiveth the 
people ; he blasphemeth ; he is not of God 
because he keepeth not the sabbath day ; 
a gluttonous man, a wine bibber, a friend 
of publicans and sinners; he receiveth sin- 
ners and eateth with them. ‘Chey said to 
him, Why do the disciples of John fast 
oft and make prayers, and likewise the dis- 
ciples of the Pharisees, but thine eat and 
drink ? Such was the language of the Pha- 
risees respecting the Saviour of the world. 
His believers at this day, must not be dis- 
concerted on receiving the same treatment. 

5. Your fifth reason is, that all men, 
whether Pagans, Jews, or Christians, ex. 
cept a few persons, have held the doctrine 
of endless punishment. _Now, you con- 
clude, this general foreboding of future 
misery to the wicked, can be accounted in 
only one of two ways: either it has come 
down by tradition from an original reve- 
lation, and thus shows how revelation was 
understood from the beginning ; or else it 
arises from the very constitution of the 
human mind, and is thus to be regarded 
as the voice of God, speaking through the 
medium of conscience, and informing them 
of what awaits them in the future world. 
p. 10. For this, you give me simple as- 
sertion, but no proof. Admitting, what 
by the bye is not true, that all mankind, 
with very few exceptions, have believed in 
endless misery, yet do not urge me to 
adopt your very hasty conclusions, until 


' you shall have answered me one question. 


Of your second letter, you will find part | Does the fact that all nations have belie 
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ed in a multitude of gods, and practised 
idolatry, until carefully and laboriously 
taught otherwise—does this fact, I say, 
prove either that polytheism and idolatry 
have come down by tradition from an ori- 


ginal revelation, or else that they arise | 


from the very constitution of the human 
mind, and so are to be regarded as the 
voice of God? If not, then the general 
reception of a doctrine is no proof of its 


divine origin ; and your argument vanish- | 


es atatouch. Let us try the next. 
“6. The doctrine of Universal Salva- 
tion is inconsistent with the character of 


God as a rewarder, and with the great | 
truth, that men are in a state of probation.’ | 

. . . . ‘ 
Why ? Because there is no “ such distinc- | 


tion made between the righteous and the 
wicked in the present life, as is implied in 
the character of God as a rewarder. Are 


not the recompenses made to either class | 


in the present state, very imperfect, and 
far from corresponding with their respee- 
tive characters ?” pp. 10,11. That is, in 
the present life, God does not sufficiently 
reward either: all his punishments on the 
wicked are inadequate to their deserts ; 


all his favours to the righteous, far short of | 


their merits. Divine justice is much in 
arrears. Very well. What is the least 
you will take for your share? What are the 


most favourable terms on which you will | 


settle? Why, in addition to all present re- 
ceipts, give endless torment to the wicked, 


and heaven with all its glories to the righ- | 


teous; then, the reward will exactly cor- 
respond with their characters. For thus 
much youcontend. You will not abate a 
jot. One would think you might be satis- 
fied with immortal glory for yourself with- 
out exacting the endless damnation of sin- 
ners, whom you acknowledge no worse 
by nature than yourself. [ will not re- 
prove your presumption, for you certainly 
knew not what you said. This is evident 
from the doctrine which you at other times 
inculcate :--viz. that even the righteous, 
were they rewarded strictly according to 
their present characters, would be sent in- 
to eternal fire. And, Sir, if you can dis- 


cover how God, as a just rewarder, may | 


save such a class of people, you may dis- 
cover how he can save all, unless you find 
some who deserve more than eternal fire. 


I may, perhaps, enter into a further exam- | 


ination of the foregoing subject, when I 
arrive at your Fighth Letter. 

7. Your next proposition is, that “ the 
Bible every where divides men into two 
classes, and makes a distinction between 
them, which is recognized throughout ev- 
erv period of their existence, both in this 


} and the future world.” p. 12. Here ats 
‘have at length stated, what, if it be 
proved, will decide the question. I am 
glad, after so much labour, to arrive at 
‘something definite. How do yOu support 
your proposition? By showing, 1. a dis. 
tinction in the present characters of mey. 
| 2. that there are two classes, because God 
has very different feelings towards the righ. 
teous and the wicked : 3. that they are, a 
present, in entirely different states, By 
the way | must remark, that, whether coy. 
rect or incorrect, all this has no bearing on 
ithe subject. But in the next words, vou 
| proceed to the point, and say, 4, “"Ppj, 
distinction is recognized in the genere] re. 
surrection; 5. at the judgment day; 6. 
(and in the sentence of the final Judge,” 
| Now, let us see whether you sustain these 
statements. 


The only proofs you bring of such a dis. 
|tinction at the general resurrection, are 
| these two texts, viz. “* many of them that 
sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake. 
some to everlasting life, and some to shame 
and everlasting contempt.” Dan, 12: 9. 
And, * the hour is coming, in the which, 
all that are in the graves shall hear his 
| voice, and shall come forth; they that have 
done good, unto the resurrection of life, 
and they that have dene evil, unto the re. 
surrection of damnation.” John 5; 28, 29, 
But, Sir, let me have a candid hearing, 
| while I confess my doubts, whether either 
of these texts relates to your subject. | 
| know you have forewarned me that should 
'I deny your application of the latter, you 
|might pity and pray for me, but should 
not attempt to convince me. p. 37. That 
| however, was rather petulantly said; and 
| I shall yet succeed in commending my ex- 
planation to your respect, if not to your 
assent; for some of your most eminent or- 
| thodox critics and commentators will speak 
|for me. A standard work, lately transla- 
| ted and published at your Andover Insti- 
| tution, on the request of Professor Stuart, 
and under the patronage of the other Pro- 
| fessors, says, “ there is some uncertainty” 
whether Dan. 12: 2, refers to the future 
state, though it “ possibly” may.* The 
| pious and renowned Grotius, who, though 
}an Arminian, is perfectly orthodox on the 
subject of endless damnation, explains the 
same passage as a prophecy. expressed im 
the usual figurative language, of certain 
| political and religious overturns in the 
Jewish state and people.t So does the 
|celebrated Dr. Adam Clarke.t Now tum 
ito the text itself; and, above all things, 
|read it with its own immediate connexio. 
| You will find the chapter is treating of that 
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time when the Lord should have * accom- 
plished to scatter the power of the holy 


people,” i. e. of the Jews; when “ the dai- 
ly sacrifice should be taken away, and the 
abomination that maketh desolate, be set 
up ;” and when * there should be a time of 
trouble, such as never was, since there was 
a nation, even tothattime.” ver. 1, 7, 11. 
And I need not remind you, that in Matt. 
94, Christ fixes the application of these 
words to the age in whieh Jerusalem was 
destroyed. Certain it is, in that age the 
Jews were thoroughly awakened from 
their long continued lethargy; some ot 
them to the knowledge of God and of Je- 
sus Christ, which is eternal jive; and the 
rest to aggravated guilt and everlasting 
contempt. ‘lo this fact, the prophecy ii 
Daniel must be referred, if understood ac- 
cording to its connexion. 1 will now re- 
mind you, that it is believed, I think on 
all hands, that the text you quote from 
John 5: 28, 29, as your other proof, was 
spoken by our Saviour with pointed refer- 
ence to that in Daniel. 

That oracle of the orthodox critics, Dr. 
Lightfoot, one of the Westininster Assem- 
bly of Divines, says of this passage in John 
vy. 28, 29, “ These words might also be ap- 
plied to a spiritual resurrection, as were 
the former, | viz. the preceding 25th verse. | 
And so coming out of the graves meaneth, 
in Ezek. xxxvii. 12. The words in the 
29th verse, [in John,] being only transla- 
ted and glossed thus: Andshalleome forth; 
they that do good (after they hear his voice 
in the gospel,) to the resurrection of life; 
and they that do evil (after they hear the 
gospel,) unto the resurrection of damna- 
tion.) Such is the remark of one of the 
most venerated Biblical Critics that Europe 
has produced. It will, perhaps, induce 
you to suppress your pity, till you shall 
have looked into the connexion of this pas- 
sage There you will find that our Sav- 
iour had just been speaking (verse 25,) of 
a spiritual resurrection, in similar figures ; 
and what authority have you for making 
hiin to have changed his subject? especial- 
ly while alluding to the text we have ex- 
amined in Daniel. 

To me, those scriptures which treat pro- 
fessedly of the General Resurrection, inti- 
mate no such distinction as you suggest. 
On the contrary, they state, positively, 
that all who are raised, “are equal unto 
the angels, and are the children of God, 
being the children of the resurrection.” 
(Luke xx. 36.) They state, positively, that 
“when this corruption shall have put on 
incorruption, and this morta! shall have 
put on immortalitv, then shall be brought 


to pass the saying that is, written, Death 
isswallowedupin victory. O death, where 
isthy sting? O grave, whereis thy victory? 
The sting of death is sin.” (1 Cor. xv. 
54—56.) Whensin, the sting of death, 
is no more, and mankind are the children 
of God and equal unto the angels, where 
will you find your wicked class? 

But at any rate, you tell me, there is to 
be a distinction between mankind “at the 
judgment day,” and “in the sentence of 
the final Judge.” That has never been de- 
nied, if by the “ judgment day,” you mean, 
not what the orthodox generally mean by 
the phrase, but the time spoken of in the 
pagsage you here quote in proof of these 
points: * When the Son of man shall come 
in his glory, and all the holy angels with 
him,” &c. (Matt. xxv. 31—46.) What 
has this to do with our subject? Fer you 
know very well that Christ had just before, 
in the same conversation, fixed the event 
here mentioned, to that generation: “they 
shall see the Son of man coming in the 
clouds of heaven, with power and great 
glory; and he shail send his angels with a 
great sound of a trumpet, and they shall 
gather together his elect from the four 
winds, from one end of heaven to the oth- 
er, &c. Verily, I say unto you, this gen- 
eration shall not pass, till all these things 
be fulfilled.” (Matt. xxiv. 30—34.) So 
he repeatedly stated; as 1 perceive by no 
less than seven other passages now before 
me, in the four Evangelists. 

Ifyou know of any text in the Bible, 
which shews thatthere is to bea distinc- 
tion of wicked and righteous, miserable 
and happy, to all eternity, | beg you to 
produce it; but do not mock me with quo- 
tations well known to relate only to events 
here in this world. Yours, &c. 


Jahn’s Biblical Archeology, Sec. 314. 
+ Crit. Sacri.in Dah. 12. Grot. in y. 2. 
¢ Commentary on the O. T. in loco. 
§ Lightfoot’s Works. Harmony, &e. 
Part 3. on John 5: 28. 
WORTHY OF IMITATION. 
Br. 8S. R. Smith of Clinton, N. Y. has 
travelled, since last spring, upwards of 
FIFTEEN HUNDRED miles, preaching 


the glad tidings of Universal Salvation, 





NEW SOCIETIFS, 

We learn by the Botschafter, the Ger- 
man Universalist paper, that THIRTY 
new Universalist Societies were formed in 
the United States, between the first of Ja- 
nuary and the first of July, of the present 
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“ Blessed are the meek, for they shail inher- 
it the earth.” 


3lest are the meek, the sacred train, 
Who from all guiltiness refrain, 

Through life’s still varying scene: 
Who, though the tempest rages frst, 
Amidst the fury of the blast, 


Are gentle and serene. 
* * * * * * 


As some piire river, deep and wide, 
In silence rolls its gentle tide, 
And seeks the gentle sea : 
Thus, unobtrasive flow their years, 
While to their ardent gaze appears 
A vast eternity. 
+ @Qe«-- 


AMERICAN COMMITTEE. 

The New-York and Philadelphia Asso- 
ciation, at their late meeting in Philadel- 
phia, after hearing the congratulations of 
the brethren respecting the glorious news 
trom Germany and elsewhere, proceeded 
to choose a Committee of Foreign and Do- 
mestic Correspondence, which consists of 
the following persons :—Hon J. Grosh, 
Marietta, Pa. Rev. J. Myers, East Hemp- 
field, Pa. Rev. A. B. Grosh, Marietta, Pa. 
Hon. J. Holgate, Rev. Z. Fuller, Hon. J. 
R. Burden, Rev. T. Fisk, Philadelphia. 
Rev. A. C. Thomas, Isaac Pierson, James 
Hall, Cornelius Harsen, Thomas Bussing, 
Esqs. of New-York. Subsequently, Hon. 
J. Grosh, was chosen Chairman, and Rev. 
T. Fisk, Secretary. Communications to 
be addressed to T. Fisk, Philadelphia. 

An Executive Committee was also ap- 
pointed, consisting of Brs. Myers, Fisk, 
and Thomas, whose duty it shall be, to 
open a correspondence with our brethren 
in different parts of Europe and the United 
States. T. Fisk was chosen Chairman, 
and A. C. Thomas, Secretary. 

At a meeting of the American Executive 
Committee of Foreign and Domestic Cor- 
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| be opened with Rey. Mr. Thom, of Livi. 





respondence, resolved that a correspondence 


pool; Rev. Dr. Belsham, and Dr. South. 
wood Smith, of London: Rev. Messrs, Fox. 
Aspland, and Wright, of England; Rey. 
Mr. Edmunds, of Glasgow, Scotland ; a]- 
so with our friends in each of the king. 
doms of Germany and Holland, 
it was also farther resolved, that a cor- 
respondence be opened with the following 
friends of liberal christianity in the United 
Siates. His Excellency, Gov. Lincoln, of 
Maine; Goy. Cass, of Michigan; Gor. 
Holmes, of North Carolina; Hon. J. Ham- 
ilton, Jr, of South Carolina; Hon. J. Ro- 
wan, of Kentucky ; Hon. J. Healy, New 
Hampshire ; and Hon. J. Dunn, Maine. 
Resolved, That our ministering breth- 
ren, generally, together with the clerks of 
the several Universalist Associations, be 
requested to transmit such information re- 
specting the progress of our holy religion, 
This 


latter resolution is recommended particu- 


as they may consider interesting. 


larly to the notice of our several editorial 
brethren. Ail communications to be ad- 


dressed to T. Fisk, New York. 
’ 





RELIGIOUS NOTICES. 
T. Fisk of Philadelphia, and A. C, Thom- 


as, of New-York, will exchange services 
during the present month. 

Br. W. Hutchinson will preach at the 
Grand street church, on Sunday next, 
morning and evening. Subject for the 
evening, “ How shall we escape, if we neg- 
lect so great salvation.” 

T. Fisk will preach at Masonic Hall, 
Broadway, on Sunday morning and eve- 
ning. Subject for the evening, “ Except 
ye repent, ye shall all likewise porish.” 


GWuniversilist Books, 
Pamphlets, and Sermons, for sale at the 
Oifice of the Gospel Herald. 


PThe New-York Gosrert HERALD AND 
Universatist Review, is published every 
other Saturday, by A. C. THOMAS, No. 432 
Grand (near Division) street. 

T. FISK, EDITOR. 
‘Terms:—City subscribers, $1 25; subscribers 
who receive their papers by mail $1 perannum. 
—payable, in all cases,in advance. [3” Com- 
munications, &c. must be post-paid. 
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